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Legal Protection
Great crested newts are protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended) and the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
(as amended). The protection of great
crested newt stems from the decline
of this species over the last 50 years
throughout Europe. Although they are not
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rare in this country, they are vulnerable
from changes in land use, with UK
populations important in a European
context where they are otherwise in
decline. Their protection makes it illegal
to intentionally or recklessly disturb, harm
or kill great crested newt, or to damage,
destroy or obstruct their breeding/resting

places. The presence of this species on a
site is therefore a material consideration
where developments are proposed or
when considering a change in land use.

Identification

Ecology

The great crested newt is Britain’s largest
and most distinctive newt and can live
for up to 15 years. Males may grow up to
150mm long with females reaching up
to 130mm. Great crested newts are dark
brown to black with darker spots and a
yellow belly. This species also has fine
white spots on its lower flanks. Males
have a jagged crest along the back which
dips towards the lower abdomen, and a
smoother edged crest both above and
below the tail. Males also have a white
streak down the tail.

The great crested newt, like all other
British amphibians, breed during the
spring and early summer months, typically
between March and June. Outside of
this period great crested newt live in
terrestrial habitats usually occurring within
approximately 500m of the water body,
entering a period of hibernation around
the end of September to mid-October
(when night temperatures fall below 5°C).
Over-wintering sites for newts may include
underground cracks and crevices, rotting
tree stumps and rock or log piles.

They are distinct from the more common
species such as smooth and palmate
newts, these species being smaller in
size, measuring approximately 60mm
to 100mm in length and much paler in
colour, with brown to olive-brown bodies,
a yellowy beige-pale orange belly, smooth
skin, and with dark spots/marbled
markings on their flanks.
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Surveys

eDNA

If there are no waterbodies within the site or within 500m, it is highly unlikely that this
species is present such that further survey work will not be required.

Research published in March 2014 by
the Freshwater Habitats Trust has shown
that environmental DNA (eDNA) left
behind in water bodies by great crested
newt can be sufficiently detected through
the analyses of water samples taken from
such ponds. On the basis of this study,
Natural England and Natural Resources
Wales have confirmed their acceptance
of eDNA sampling as evidence for the
presence or likely absence of great
crested newts from consultants and
developers. Sampling must be completed
between mid April and end June, with
analyses undertaken in accordance with
Technical Advice Note 5 published as
part of the research before the results
will be accepted.

If a waterbody exists on or within 250-500m of a site’s boundaries however, then it is
possible for this species to occur on site for breeding, refuge or hibernation purposes.
Further surveys may therefore be required to determine their presence and confirm
population size. An initial habitat assessment should therefore be undertaken to
determine the suitability of the waterbody, and, if confirmed suitable, be followed up with a
series of surveys involving bottle-trapping, egg-searching and torch-light surveys between
mid-March and mid-June (subject to suitable weather conditions) when adult newts are
expected to be active therein. Four survey visits are required to determine presence/likely
absence with a further two survey visits required under English Nature’s Great Crested
Newt Mitigation Guidelines (2001) should a population size class assessment be required.
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Distribution

Implications for Development

In Britain, great crested newts are
widely distributed, although occurring
less frequently in Scotland, the extreme
southwest and Wales. It is predominantly
a lowland species, rarely occurring in
upland areas. Britain is home to some of
the largest known populations of great
crested newts in the world.

All developments situated within
approximately 500m of a pond could
potentially result in adverse impacts
on great crested newts (if the species
is present), and should therefore be
assessed prior to development proposals
being put in place.

Great crested newt
distribution in the UK

Any development works which are likely to
result in an offence being committed under
wildlife legislation (due to effects upon the
species and their habitat) will require a
development licence issued by the relevant
statutory body, such as Natural England or
Natural Resources Wales.

This technique has been proven to be
up to 99% accurate, although there
are a number of factors which can
influence detectability. The EDP Ecology
team can advise whether this survey
method is more suited for your site than
conventional survey techniques.

• there will not be a detrimental effect
on the maintenance of the population
of great crested newts at a favourable
conservation status in their natural
range.
To ensure that the favourable
conservation status of great crested newts
is not compromised, a mitigation strategy
must be designed and implemented
in accordance with the development
mitigation licence conditions. This
mitigation strategy may include habitat
creation, restoration and management.

For the licence to be granted, it must be
demonstrated that:
• the development is required to preserve
public health or other imperative
reasons of overriding public interest
including those of a social nature and
beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment;
• there is no satisfactory alternative; and,

2

Habitat management

