CABE’s School Design Panel:

How can EDP help meet their criteria?

Earlier this year, Jim Knight, Schools Minister, announced that badly designed schools will be halted within the Building Schools for
the Future (BSF) process until their quality can be improved.

Design quality is judged by CABE’s school design panel and assessed against 10 criteria. The ability for the architectural proposals to
contribute to fulfilling these criteria is well understood. However, EDP consider that the potential for the school Landscape to help
maximise ‘scores’ is often overlooked.

The chart below illustrates the 10 criteria and the areas and ways in which EDP’s team of Heritage, Ecology and Landscape design
experts can bolster the architectural approach. Further detail of the sub-criteria can be found in CABE’s guidance documents here.

CABE Criteria: EDP Deliverables:

Identity and context:
making a school the EDP will consult with the school, its staff, pupils and neighbours to produce a landscape which embodies the
students and community can school’s ethos and identity.
be proud of

EDP will design a landscape which is inviting but secure and safe.

Site Plan: making the best

use of the site
EDP’s understanding of landscape and expertise in townscape assessment ensures the landscape is
contextually cohesive and enhances the locale. Creating a sense of ownership among staff, pupils and the
local community is critical to deliver ‘Civic Pride’ results and the school landscape can be a flexible and cost
effective area in which to achieve this.
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School grounds: making
assets of the outdoor spaces
EDP’s landscape architects produce responsive designs which are sensitive to the local context but also
seek to create vibrant new ‘places’ in their own right. Working closely with staff and students is vital.

Organisation: creating a
clear diagram for the
buildings

EDP’s in house ecologists, archaeologists and landscape architects work together to provide

coherent, integrated responses to existing site conditions. This is particularly valuable within the BREEAM for

Schools Land Use and Ecology section, where credit achievement can be maximised. Where sensitive

ecological or heritage features exist, these ‘constraints’ can in fact become ‘assets’ for the school’s future,

and may become valued educational resources in their own right.

Buildings: making form,

massing and appearance
work together EDP’s experienced consultants work alongside architects, engineers, contractors and clients to develop a

scheme which meets the needs of the school while acknowledging constraints.
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Interiors: creating excellent EDP’s landscape architects work with the architectural proposals (or existing buildings) to design
spaces for learning and ) external space which flows from internal arrangements and offers diversity, stimulation and opportunities for
teaching ) education in the outdoor environment.

Good circulation is a key factor in pupil safety, school functionality and minimising conflict in the school
grounds. EDP understands the principles of effective pedestrian and vehicular design and will work with
architects, engineers and all relevant stakeholders to ensure these are achieved.
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Resources: deploying
convincing environmental
strategies

The potential for the school landscape to provide opportunities for outdoor education is central to EDP’s
design ethos. This is borne out not only in the provision of space for teaching and learning but in making the

. . most of existing features as foci for academic activity.
Feeling safe: creating a

secure and welcoming place

Multifunctionality is at the heart of EDP's design process and, as such, school landscapes will offer a multitude of
spaces of varying size and character. These spaces may be suitable for play, recreation, relaxation or sport.
Opportunities for interaction with the natural environment are particularly valued and emphasised in the design.

Long life, loose fit: creating
a school that can adapt and
evolve in the future
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EDP does not view architecture as separate from its wider landscape. Good architecture requires a good
setting and EDP will work with the design team from the outset to achieve this.

EDP believes landscape materials should also contribute positively to the proposals. This extends to the
species of plants used and the craftsmanship of the appointed contractor. All materials
specified/recommended will be easily maintained, durable and sustainable.

Successful whole: making a
design that works in the
round



http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/successful-school-design

